The Hindus and Hindustan.            7
It is believed that in the times succeeding the Stone
Ages, Upper India was peopled by more or less dark-
coloured tribes, who were gradually driven southwards
by fairer peoples from the north, of the Aryan stock, but
whose descendants are still found in the hills of the south
and of the Orissa coast, among the wilder races of the
Himalayas and the Central Provinces, and even in the
hilly country of Lower Bengal. Only two years ago it
wras suspected that human sacrifices had been offered
among the Konds of the wild country of the Eastern
Ghats. The tribes found in possession by the invaders
from the north are supposed by writers of authority to
have entered from the north-east and the north-western
passes of the Himalayas, but in fact we still know but
little of the earliest inhabitants of India.
The Hindus maintain that the earliest of their Vedas,
or historic hymns, was written 3000 years  before the
birth of Christ, when the ele "^nth dynasty was reigning
in Egypt and the great Pyrarrld of Cheops had already
stood a ihousand years ; out it is held to be proved by
Uicse most competent to form an opinion that its cora-
po.ition cannot be ascribed ro an earlier date than I. co
B.C., :i indeed there is any satisfactory evidence that the
book and the religion of the Vedaj, existed so long as &oo
years before the foundation, in the sixth century B.C., of
the religions of Zoroaster, Buddha, and Confucius.   To
the earliest or Rig Veda succeeded other Vedas and
psalms, which exhibit  a  state of society more nearly
approximating to Hinduism as we see it, in which the
four castes of Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaisya, and Suclra, or
priest, warrior, agriculturist, and serf, appear, in which tae
Brahman occupies that position of pre-eminence which
t^e advance of education in India under English rule has
only termed to confirm.    The Brahmans simplified the
religion of the Vedas, and made it intelligible to the